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How do I react to those who
take o�ense at the gospel?
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Paul and

the Jews

Persecution:

Heart for Jews:

Acts 13-14, 17-18, 21

Romans 9-11

Rembrandt, “Apostle Paul”, ~1633
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I have great I have great I have great sorrowsorrowsorrow

and unceasing and unceasing and unceasing anguishanguishanguish in my heart. in my heart. in my heart.

For I could wish that I myselfFor I could wish that I myselfFor I could wish that I myself

were were were cursedcursedcursed and  and  and cut o�cut o�cut o� from Christ from Christ from Christ

for the sake of for the sake of for the sake of my peoplemy peoplemy people,,,

those of those of those of my own racemy own racemy own race, the people of , the people of , the people of IsraelIsraelIsrael...

Romans 9:2-3 (NIV)Romans 9:2-3 (NIV)Romans 9:2-3 (NIV)
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He He He witnessedwitnessedwitnessed to them to them to them

from morning till evening,from morning till evening,from morning till evening,

explainingexplainingexplaining about the kingdom of God, about the kingdom of God, about the kingdom of God,

and from the Law of Mosesand from the Law of Mosesand from the Law of Moses

and from the Prophetsand from the Prophetsand from the Prophets

he tried to he tried to he tried to persuadepersuadepersuade them about Jesus. them about Jesus. them about Jesus.

Acts 28:23 (NIV/CUV)Acts 28:23 (NIV/CUV)Acts 28:23 (NIV/CUV)

Nikolas Bodarevsky, “Trial of the Apostle Paul”, 1875Nikolas Bodarevsky, “Trial of the Apostle Paul”, 1875Nikolas Bodarevsky, “Trial of the Apostle Paul”, 1875

fragrant.seanho.com       f0e296e 6 /  35

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3ANikolai_Bodarevsky_001.jpg
http://localhost:9000/fragrant.pdf
http://localhost:9000/fragrant.pdf
https://github.com/sermons/fragrant/actions/runs/21804170827
https://github.com/sermons/fragrant/actions/runs/21804170827
https://github.com/sermons/fragrant/commit/f0e296e


My message and preaching

were not in

persuasive words of wisdom,

but in demonstration

of the Spirit and of power,

so that your faith would

not rest on the wisdom of men,

but on the power of God.
1 Cor 2:4-5 (NASB)

Karel Dujardin, “St Paul at Lystra”, 1633
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Raphael, “St. Paul Preaching in Athens”, 1515Raphael, “St. Paul Preaching in Athens”, 1515Raphael, “St. Paul Preaching in Athens”, 1515
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“Men of “Men of “Men of AthensAthensAthens, I observe that, I observe that, I observe that

you are you are you are very religiousvery religiousvery religious … … …

I found an altar,I found an altar,I found an altar,

ʻTO AN ʻTO AN ʻTO AN UNKNOWN GODUNKNOWN GODUNKNOWN GOD.̓.̓.̓

Therefore what you Therefore what you Therefore what you worshipworshipworship in in in

ignorance,ignorance,ignorance,

this I this I this I proclaimproclaimproclaim to you.” to you.” to you.”

Acts 17:22-23Acts 17:22-23Acts 17:22-23

(NASB)(NASB)(NASB)
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Do I love my pious countrymen?
Love them enough to

lay out the gospel
clearly to them?
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Some were Some were Some were convincedconvincedconvinced by what he said, by what he said, by what he said,

but others but others but others would not believewould not believewould not believe...

They They They disagreeddisagreeddisagreed among themselves among themselves among themselves

and began to and began to and began to leaveleaveleave … … …

Acts 28:24-25 (NIV)Acts 28:24-25 (NIV)Acts 28:24-25 (NIV)
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The Sign of Contradiction

Rembrandt, “Simeonʼs Song of Praise”, 1631Rembrandt, “Simeonʼs Song of Praise”, 1631Rembrandt, “Simeonʼs Song of Praise”, 1631
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Behold, this child is appointed forBehold, this child is appointed forBehold, this child is appointed for

the the the fallfallfall and  and  and risingrisingrising of many in Israel, of many in Israel, of many in Israel,

and for a and for a and for a signsignsign that is  that is  that is opposedopposedopposed – – –

and a and a and a swordswordsword will pierce through will pierce through will pierce through

your own your own your own soulsoulsoul also – also – also –

so that so that so that thoughtsthoughtsthoughts from many hearts from many hearts from many hearts

may be may be may be revealedrevealedrevealed...

Luke 2:34-35 (ESV)Luke 2:34-35 (ESV)Luke 2:34-35 (ESV)
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Do not suppose that I have comeDo not suppose that I have comeDo not suppose that I have come

to bring to bring to bring peacepeacepeace to the earth. to the earth. to the earth.

I did not come to bring peace, but a I did not come to bring peace, but a I did not come to bring peace, but a swordswordsword...

Matthew 10:34 (NIV) (p.1/2)Matthew 10:34 (NIV) (p.1/2)Matthew 10:34 (NIV) (p.1/2)

© Søren Niedziella, CC-BY 2.0© Søren Niedziella, CC-BY 2.0© Søren Niedziella, CC-BY 2.0
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Anyone who loves their Anyone who loves their Anyone who loves their father or motherfather or motherfather or mother

more than me is not worthy of me;more than me is not worthy of me;more than me is not worthy of me;

anyone who loves their anyone who loves their anyone who loves their son or daughterson or daughterson or daughter

more than me is not worthy of me.more than me is not worthy of me.more than me is not worthy of me.

Matthew 10:37 (NIV) (p.2/2)Matthew 10:37 (NIV) (p.2/2)Matthew 10:37 (NIV) (p.2/2)

Bryan DiltsBryan DiltsBryan Dilts
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Has the sword of Christʼs kingship
pierced my own soul?

Am I willing to let it
divide my loved ones?

fragrant.seanho.com       f0e296e 17 /  35

http://localhost:9000/fragrant.pdf
http://localhost:9000/fragrant.pdf
https://github.com/sermons/fragrant/actions/runs/21804170827
https://github.com/sermons/fragrant/actions/runs/21804170827
https://github.com/sermons/fragrant/commit/f0e296e


The Fragrant Gospel The Fragrant Gospel The Fragrant Gospel 

1. 1. 1. Paulʼs heart: Persuasion Paulʼs heart: Persuasion Paulʼs heart: Persuasion 

2. 2. 2. Hearersʼ response: Partition Hearersʼ response: Partition Hearersʼ response: Partition 

3. 3. 3. Spiritʼs prophecy: PromiseSpiritʼs prophecy: PromiseSpiritʼs prophecy: Promise   

4. 4. 4. Paulʼs lifestyle: Proclamation Paulʼs lifestyle: Proclamation Paulʼs lifestyle: Proclamation 

(Ac28)(Ac28)(Ac28)

(v23)(v23)(v23)

(v24-25)(v24-25)(v24-25)

(v26-27)(v26-27)(v26-27)

(v28-31)(v28-31)(v28-31)

fragrant.seanho.com       f0e296e 18 /  35

http://localhost:9000/fragrant.pdf
http://localhost:9000/fragrant.pdf
https://github.com/sermons/fragrant/actions/runs/21804170827
https://github.com/sermons/fragrant/actions/runs/21804170827
https://github.com/sermons/fragrant/commit/f0e296e


Go, and say to this people:Go, and say to this people:Go, and say to this people:

“Keep on “Keep on “Keep on hearinghearinghearing, but do not understand;, but do not understand;, but do not understand;

keep on keep on keep on seeingseeingseeing, but do not perceive.”, but do not perceive.”, but do not perceive.”

Make the heart of this people Make the heart of this people Make the heart of this people dulldulldull,,,

and their ears and their ears and their ears heavyheavyheavy, and , and , and blindblindblind their eyes their eyes their eyes

Isaiah 6:9-10 (NIV)Isaiah 6:9-10 (NIV)Isaiah 6:9-10 (NIV)

TobiasDTobiasDTobiasD
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I would not have I would not have I would not have knownknownknown what sin was what sin was what sin was

had it not been for the had it not been for the had it not been for the lawlawlaw...

For I would not have knownFor I would not have knownFor I would not have known

what what what covetingcovetingcoveting really was really was really was

if the law had not said, “if the law had not said, “if the law had not said, “You shall not covetYou shall not covetYou shall not covet.”.”.”

Romans 7:7 (NIV) (p.1/3)Romans 7:7 (NIV) (p.1/3)Romans 7:7 (NIV) (p.1/3)

fragrant.seanho.com       f0e296e 20 /  35

http://localhost:9000/fragrant.pdf
http://localhost:9000/fragrant.pdf
https://github.com/sermons/fragrant/actions/runs/21804170827
https://github.com/sermons/fragrant/actions/runs/21804170827
https://github.com/sermons/fragrant/commit/f0e296e


But But But sinsinsin, seizing the , seizing the , seizing the opportunityopportunityopportunity

a�orded by the commandment,a�orded by the commandment,a�orded by the commandment,

produced in me every kind of coveting.produced in me every kind of coveting.produced in me every kind of coveting.

Romans 7:8 (NIV) (p.2/3)Romans 7:8 (NIV) (p.2/3)Romans 7:8 (NIV) (p.2/3)
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In order that sin might be In order that sin might be In order that sin might be recognized as sinrecognized as sinrecognized as sin,,,

it used what is it used what is it used what is goodgoodgood to bring about  to bring about  to bring about my deathmy deathmy death,,,

so that through the commandmentso that through the commandmentso that through the commandment

sinsinsin might become  might become  might become utterly sinfulutterly sinfulutterly sinful...

Romans 7:13 (NIV) (p.3/3)Romans 7:13 (NIV) (p.3/3)Romans 7:13 (NIV) (p.3/3)
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Partial Hardening 
Did Godʼs Word fail? → 

Is God unfair? → 

Isnʼt it all Godʼs fault anyway? → 

Canʼt I just be moral / ethical? → 

How then is anyone saved? → 

Are they lost forever? → 

Are we better than they are? → 

(Rom 9-11)

9:6

9:14

9:19

9:32

10:8-10

11:1-2

11:18-21
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lest they lest they lest they understandunderstandunderstand with their hearts, with their hearts, with their hearts,

and and and turnturnturn and be  and be  and be healedhealedhealed...

Isaiah 6:10 (NIV)Isaiah 6:10 (NIV)Isaiah 6:10 (NIV)

© 2012 Bethany Petrik, CC BY-NC-ND 2.0© 2012 Bethany Petrik, CC BY-NC-ND 2.0© 2012 Bethany Petrik, CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
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Then I said, “For Then I said, “For Then I said, “For how longhow longhow long, Lord?”, Lord?”, Lord?”

And he answered: “Until the cities lie And he answered: “Until the cities lie And he answered: “Until the cities lie ruinedruinedruined

and without inhabitantand without inhabitantand without inhabitant

But as the terebinth and But as the terebinth and But as the terebinth and oakoakoak

leave leave leave stumpsstumpsstumps when they are cut down, when they are cut down, when they are cut down,

so the so the so the holy seedholy seedholy seed will be the stump in the land.” will be the stump in the land.” will be the stump in the land.”

Isaiah 6:11,13 (NIV)Isaiah 6:11,13 (NIV)Isaiah 6:11,13 (NIV)
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So too, at the present timeSo too, at the present timeSo too, at the present time

there is a there is a there is a remnantremnantremnant chosen by grace. chosen by grace. chosen by grace.

Romans 11:5 (NIV)Romans 11:5 (NIV)Romans 11:5 (NIV)
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Godʼs Godʼs Godʼs salvationsalvationsalvation has been sent has been sent has been sent

to the to the to the GentilesGentilesGentiles, and they will , and they will , and they will listenlistenlisten!”!”!”

For For For two whole yearstwo whole yearstwo whole years Paul stayed there Paul stayed there Paul stayed there

in his own rented housein his own rented housein his own rented house

and and and welcomedwelcomedwelcomed all who came to see him. all who came to see him. all who came to see him.

Acts 28:28,30-31 (NIV) (p.1/2)Acts 28:28,30-31 (NIV) (p.1/2)Acts 28:28,30-31 (NIV) (p.1/2)
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He He He proclaimedproclaimedproclaimed the  the  the kingdom of Godkingdom of Godkingdom of God

and and and taughttaughttaught about the  about the  about the Lord Jesus ChristLord Jesus ChristLord Jesus Christ – – –

with all with all with all boldnessboldnessboldness and without  and without  and without hindrancehindrancehindrance...
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Thanks be to God, who in ChristThanks be to God, who in ChristThanks be to God, who in Christ

always leads us in always leads us in always leads us in triumphal processiontriumphal processiontriumphal procession,,,

and through us spreads the and through us spreads the and through us spreads the fragrancefragrancefragrance

of the of the of the knowledge of Himknowledge of Himknowledge of Him everywhere. everywhere. everywhere.
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For we are the For we are the For we are the aroma of Christaroma of Christaroma of Christ to God to God to God

among those who are being among those who are being among those who are being savedsavedsaved

and among those who are and among those who are and among those who are perishingperishingperishing,,,

to one a fragrance to one a fragrance to one a fragrance from death to deathfrom death to deathfrom death to death,,,

to the other a fragrance to the other a fragrance to the other a fragrance from life to lifefrom life to lifefrom life to life...

2 Corinthians 2:14-16 (ESV) (p.2/2)2 Corinthians 2:14-16 (ESV) (p.2/2)2 Corinthians 2:14-16 (ESV) (p.2/2)
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Do I exude the
fragrance of Christ

in my daily life?
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For we are the For we are the For we are the aroma of Christaroma of Christaroma of Christ to God to God to God

among those who are being among those who are being among those who are being savedsavedsaved

and among those who are and among those who are and among those who are perishingperishingperishing,,,

to one a fragrance to one a fragrance to one a fragrance from death to deathfrom death to deathfrom death to death,,,

to the other a fragrance to the other a fragrance to the other a fragrance from life to lifefrom life to lifefrom life to life...
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